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MON ATS SCH RIFT FUER PSYCHIATRIE UND NEUROLOGIE 

(Vol. 16, 1904, August.) 

1. Experimental Studies Upon the Pathogenesis of Mental Disease. H. 

Berger. 

2. Recent Experiences Upon Mental Disturbances After Sulphide of Car¬ 

bon Poisoning. F. Quensel. 

3. Contribution to the Study of the Oculomotor Nuclei. G. Panegrossi. 

4. Staining Methods. B. Pollack. 

5. The Twenty-ninth Travelling Assembly of the Southwest German 

Neurologists in Baden-Baden on the 28th and 29th of May, 

1904. L. Mann. 

1. Mental Pathogeny. —Berger describes his experiments in the pro¬ 
duction of neurotoxin. For this purpose he injected a goat with a fresh 
emulsion of brain substance obtained from dogs that had been bled to 
death. In this manner he was able to obtain a neurotoxic serum which 
was injected at first into the subdural sac of various dogs. Three died of 
meningo-encephalitis, which, according to Berger, was more severe than 
that produced by ordinary infection, and therefore represented the activ¬ 
ity of the neurotoxic serum. Injected simultaneously, the results were 
various. In five dogs there were degenerative changes in the motor por¬ 
tion of the cortex; in two dogs no typical microscopical changes were ob¬ 
served. Three goats were injected, but on account of infection the results 
were negative. Dogs injected with normal goat serum showed no changes 
in the brain. A repetition of the experiment gave essentially the same 
results, and a myelotoxic serum was also prepared by injecting goats with 
an emulsion of the spinal cord. A series of experiments was then per¬ 
formed by injecting dogs subdurally with serum obtained from cases 
of dementia paralytica. A local infection was produced, but there were 
no evidences of progressive chronic inflammation. Other dogs we.'e in¬ 
jected with the serum from various cases of dementia prtecox, and showed 
some degeneration of the motor cells. A control dog inoculated with 
normal serum showed no change. In a series of 24 cases injected intra- 
peritoneally changes were produced only in 5 cases. Some interesting ex¬ 
periments designed to elucidate various other phases of the subject were 
performed, particularly the mixture of sero-toxic substance and fresh brain 
substance before injecting, which resulted in marked weakening of the 
toxicity of the serum. Also an attempt was made to produce an anti- 
cytotoxic serum. 

2. Sulphide of Carbon Poisoning. —Quensel continues the discussion 
of his two cases and calls attention to the neuropathic heredity in both, and 
discusses the possibility of some other factor than the carbon bisulphide, 
and also the differential diagnosis. He reports a fourth case which termi¬ 
nated fatally. The histological examination of the brain showed a diffuse 
degeneration of the ganglion cells in various parts. As the clinical symp¬ 
toms had been those of acute delirium, and none of the ordinary pathologic 
changes of this disease were found, Quensel believes that an infection can 
be excluded. He gives the following conclusions: First, that carbon 
bisulphide may produce injuries to the brain. These may be either tran¬ 
sient psychoses or even permanent defects. Second, that the diagnosis 
is to be made from the exposure to the poison, acute symptoms of in¬ 
toxication before the outbreak of the psychosis, and an appearance of a 
series of somatic and nervous symptoms similar to those found in neuroses 
produced by carbon bisulphide poisoning. 

3. Oculomotor Nuclei. —Panegrossi reports a series of studies upon 
the oculomotor nuclei of various species of monkey. The paper is still un¬ 
finished. 
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5. German Neurological Society. —The following papers were read: 
Remarks upon the Anatomy of the Human Cornu Ammonis, by Wieder- 
sheim; The Occurrence of Natural Muscular Movements, by P. Griitzner; 
The Alcoholic Febrile Delirium of Magnan, by Alzheimer; Comparative 
Psychiatry, by Krapelin; Contribution to the Symptomatology and Anat¬ 
omy of Spinal Apoplexy, by Dinkier: Periodic Paranoia, by Gierlich; The 
Coronal Fibers of the Lower Parietal Lobe, and the Sagittal Tracts of the 
Occipital Lobe, by v. Monakow; The Influence of Hunger and Sleepless¬ 
ness upon the Cerebral Cortex, by Weygandt; The Behavior of the Ab¬ 
dominal Reflex in Disease of the Abdominal Organs, by F. Jamin ; Inves¬ 
tigations upon the Galvanic Light Reflex, by Bumke; An Epileptic Form of 
Cerebral Encephalitis, by Spielmayer; Diseases of the Anterior Cornua 
After Injury, hy Hugo Stark. J. Sailer (Philadelphia), 

(Vol. 16, 1904, September.) 

1 Stereopsychoses. W. Alter. 

2. Spastic Symptoms in Functional Disturbances of the Mind. A. Knapp. 

3. Further Contribution to the Study of Oculomotor Nuclei. G. Pane- 

grossi. 

1. Stereopsychoses. —By stereopsyche Alter means the perception of 
form, distance, and relation in position ; in other words, the perception of 
perspective through the correlation of the retinal image, accommodation 
and the movements of the eyeball. By stereopsychoses he means those 
mental disturbances which affect this perception of perspective. He has 
devised an ingenious diagram to represent the various factors entering into 
the stereopsyche. He discusses the various defects which are associated 
with stereopsychosis, and in analogy to the usual treatment of aphasia, 
classifies them according to the various hypothetical tracts that may be 
disturbed. Fie describes a case in a woman of 25, characterized by rapid 
disturbance of nutrition, and the development of a series of manifestations 
which could be regarded as functional disturbances resembling dyspraxia 
and dysgnosia. There is a long discussion of the mechanism by which 
these disturbances were brought about, which is not suitable for an ab¬ 
stract. tie attempts to explain the stereopsychoses by analogy with the ion 
doctrine of chemistry. 

2. Spastic Disturbances in Functional States.—A man of fifty-one 
years had for ten or twelve years occasional epileptic attacks. After one 
of these he became violently insane, and during the first days had increase 
in the reflexes of the lower extremities with persistent ankle clonus and the 
Babinski sign. These disappeared in a few days and the patient made a 
complete recovery, with amnesia for the period of attack. A woman of 
46 developed pulmonary tuberculosis, in the course of which she had hal¬ 
lucinations. Ten days before death there were spasms in the arms and 
hypotonia in the legs. Two days before death there was some rigidity in 
the legs, associated with hypotonia. The reflexes were increased, but not 
pathological in type. Knapp gives a careful review of the literature of the 
reflexes in psychical conditions. In his second case he was able to deter¬ 
mine the absence of any organic change in the brain. 

3. Oculomotor Nuclei— Panegrossi concludes his study of the ocu¬ 

lomotor nucleus in the lower animals. The paper is not adapted to an 
abstract. J. Sailer (Philadelphia). 

(Vol. 16, 1904, October.) 

1. The Symptomatology of Atrophy of the Left Temporal Lobe. A. Pick. 

2. Therapeutic Results in Acute Psychoses. F. Klein. 

3. A Case of Combined System Disease Complicated with Bulbar Paraly¬ 

sis. R. Henneberc. 

4. Two Rare Cases of Peripheral Nerve Palsy. Seiffer. 
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5. The Psychoses Occurring in Prisons. N. Skliar. 

1. Atrophy- Left Temporal Lobe .—A woman, 58 years of age, in addi¬ 
tion to a chronic mental exaltation, developed an exquisite annesic aphasi*. 
Gradually she became word-deaf and died. At the autopsy there were no 
focal lesions, but an atrophy of the left temporosphenoidal lobe. The path¬ 
ological findings seemed to confirm the idea of Quensel that in these cases 
the lesion is situated in the second and third convolutions. An additional 
lesion in Broca’s convolution sufficed to explain the disturbance of speech. 
Another case, a woman of 75, whose language was entirely confused, did 
not appear to understand what was said to her. She understood mimic 
gestures and recognized objects. There was general atrophy of the brain, 
especially in the neighborhood of the left temporal lobe. The case repre¬ 
sents amnesia, agrammatism, paraphasia, agraphia, and alexia without object 
blindness, associated with progressive dementia. The case merely indi¬ 
cates how manifold are the symptoms following atrophy of the temporo¬ 
sphenoidal lobes. The third patient, a woman of 38, with distinct signs 
of constitutional syphilis and commencing paretic dementia, and with some 
paralysis of the ocular muscles, had amnesic aphasia. There was general 
atrophy of the brain, particularly marked in the left temporal lobe, and 
some thrombosis of the veins. It appears reasonable to consider that the 
aphasic symptoms were associated with more pronounced atrophy of the 
temporal lobe. 

2. Therapy in Acute Psychoses .—Klein discusses certain drugs used 
frequently in the treatment of mental conditions. Hyoscine hydrobromate 
he regards as extremely dangerous. He gives the clinical reports of thir¬ 
teen cases of various forms of insanity treated by this agent, with the 
production of hyoscine delirium. The symptoms are paresthesia, visual 
hallucinations, and occasionally disturbance of the other special senses. 
The deliriums usually occur when awakening from the narcosis. It is, 
therefore, a dangerous remedy, but is to be used in all cases in which it is 
necessary to quiet the patient rapidly. Trional is a valuable remedy, acting 
particularly well in depressive states. It should not be given continuously 
in small doses. Sulphonal, properly speaking, is a sedative, less valuable 
as a hypnotic because not as trustworthy. It is most valuable in the 
chronic psychoses, but occasionally produces disagreeable effects. Mor¬ 
phine is less used than formerly. It is chiefly valuable in psychoses of anx¬ 
iety. and in these conditions is far more effective than any other remedy. 
In the most severe forms of melancholia it seems to have an almost cura¬ 
tive effect, and there seems to be some advantage in combining it with 
trional. It should be employed subcutaneously. 

3. Combined System Disease and Bulbar Paralysis .—A woman 38 
years of age, after some gastric disturbance, developed weakness and pares¬ 
thesia in the legs, bulbar symptoms, and disturbance of micturition. The 
paresis of the lower legs continued to progress, but the bulbar symptoms 
improved. Later there was atrophy of the leg muscles, and some atrophy 
of the hand muscles, with disappearance of the patellar reflex. The disease 
progressed slowly. In seven years there was moderate dementia, bulbar 
dysarthria, paresis and atrophy of the tongue, weakness of some of the 
muscles of the mouth and jaws, of the vocal organs and of some of the 
muscles of the eyeballs. The pupillary reactions persisted. Still later 
there was disturbance of the muscular sense in the legs, diminution in the 
electrical irritability, with partial reaction of degeneration, lancinating pains 
and girdle sensation, with paresis of the diaphragm. There appeared to be 
disease of the pyramidal tracts and posterior columns of the cord, and of 
the anterior cornua of the gray matter, and in addition the symptoms of 
bulbar paralysis. At the autopsy there was found degeneration of the 
pyramidal tracts, the cerebellar tracts, the posterior columns, disappearance 
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of the ganglion cells in Clarke’s columns, in the anterior cornua and in the 
nuclei of the medulla. Henneberg collects from the literature some cases 
showing more or less similarity to his own. 

4. Peripheral Nerve Palsy. —Seiffer reports the case of a young girl 
who in childhood had had symptoms of irritation and paresis in the region 
of the right brachial plexus. These symptoms gradually progressed until, 
when she was 17 years of age, they impaired her general health and inter¬ 
fered with the use of the right arm. The Rontgen ray showed the presence 
of a cervical rib on the right side. This was removed by operation, and the 
subjective symptoms of the patient were greatly improved, but the motor 
symptoms remained about the same. Previous to the operation, if the 
arm was raised or the head turned the radial pulse disappeared; after the 
operation these symptoms no longer existed. The second case, a musician 
52 years of age, had an isolated paralysis of the musculo-cutaneous nerve, 
evidently due to neuritis, and probably in part superinduced by the severe 
work to which this particular nerve was subjected in the course of his pro¬ 
fession. There were two symptoms of interest: first, the proof that the 
brachialis interims was supplied by two nerves, a branch from the musculo¬ 
cutaneous and one from the radial; second, when Erb’s point was stimu¬ 
lated only the deltoid responded. Only from twelve to fourteen cases of 
isolated paralysis of the musculo-cutaneous nerve have been reported, and 
only two other cases in which the paralysis was due to neuritis. 

5. Psychoses in Prisons. —Skliar, after discussing the statistics of in¬ 
sanity among prisoners and the various forms that may occur, reports 
his own cases. These were: 5 of delirium tremens; 21 of acute psychosis; 
21 of dementia; and 15 of paranoia. The paper is still unfinished. 

J. Sailer (Philadelphia). 

MISCELLANY 

Further Notes on the Treatment of Birth Paralysis of the Upper 
Extremity by Suture of the Fifth and Sixth Cervical Nerves. 
Robert Kennedy (British Medical Journal, Oct. 22, 1904). 

In this paper Dr. Kennedy completes the histories of the cases reported 
by him in the British Medical Journal in 1903, and reports two 
additional cases. In the first of these a typical Duchenne’s paralysis 
of the right arm was noticed the day after birth. No improvement 
having occurred two months after birth, an operation was per¬ 
formed in which the junction of the fifth and sixth cervical nerves was 
found to be cicatricial. Excision with suture was done as in the previous 
cases. Improvement began in about three months, and in fifteen months 
re.«*cr;llon of the functions was perfect except in the supinators. The 
second case was very much like the first, except that the extensors of the 
hand fere also involved. An operation similar to the foregoing was fol¬ 
lowed by improvement beginning four months after operation. A year 
later improvement was marked. The lesion in these cases is produced by 
a stretching of the nerve cords during delivery, both the fifth and sixth 
cervical nerves being involved. C. D. Camp (Philadelphia). 

A Case of Hemorrhage Into the Lateral Ventricle. E. L. Pope 
(British Medical Journal, Dec. 31, 1904). 

A woman, aged 24 years, one month after a slight concussion of the 
brain developed an intense headache and vomiting. She then became 
stuperous and for the next twenty-four hours had gushing vomiting at in¬ 
tervals. There were no localizing signs and no paralysis. The optic discs 
were swollen and pale and there were numerous retinal hemorrhages. 
Later she had rigidity in one or two limbs at a time, followed by a relaxa- 



